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TAGS: PINS, SP 

SUBJECT: THE JULY 21 ASSASSINATIONS: WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? 
REFS: 1. MADRID 8408, 2. MADRID 8388, 3. MADRID 8332 

1 . SUMMARY: RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE JULY 21 ASSASSINA- 
TIONS REMAINS UNCLEAR, AND THE PRESS IS EVEN SPECULATING 
THAT THEY COULD HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT BY AN ETA-GRAPO 
TANDEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOR THE RECORD. THE IDENTITY OF THE ASSASSINATION 
SQUAD THAT MURDERED GENERAL SANCHEZ RAMOS-IZQUIERDO 
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AND LT. COL. PEREZ RODRIGUEZ ON JULY 21 REMAINS UNCLEAR. 
THIS CONFUSION RESULTS FROM THE FACT THAT RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE ASSASSINATIONS HAS BEEN CLAIMED FOR TWO TERRORIST 
GROUPS, AND IT HAS BEEN HEIGHTENED BY 
WITNESSES' IDENTIFICATION OF TERRORISTS BELONGING TO 
YET A THIRD ORGANIZATION AMONG THE ASSASSINATION SQUAD. 
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- ON JULY 21, A CALLER IDENTIFYING HIMSELF AS A 
MEMBER OF THE HERETOFORE UNKNOWN "GRUPOS ARMADOS 
PROLETARIOS" (GAP) CLAIMED IN A PHONE CONVERSATION 
WITH MADRID'S "DIARIO 16" THAT HIS GROUP WAS RESPONSI- 
BLE FOR THE KILLINGS. 

- ON JULY 22, THE BASQUE TERRORIST ETA CLAIMED 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ATTACK IN A COMMUNIQUE TRANS- 
MITTED TO A BILBAO RADIO STATION. THE POLICE REPORT 
EDLY BELIEVE THE COMMUNIQUE IS AUTHENTIC, BUT, IN AN 
UNUSUAL MOVE, THEY HAVE NOT PUBLISHED THE TEXT OF THE 
DOCUMENT, THEREBY FURTHER CONFUSING THE ISSUE. 

- MEANWHILE, WITNESSES TO THE ASSASSINATIONS AND 

A WATCHMAN AT A CONSTRUCTION SITE OUTSIDE OF MADRID 
WHO WAS ACCOSTED BY WHAT APPARENTLY WERE THE THREE 
MEMBERS OF THE ASSASSINATION SQUAD (WHO TREATED THE 
WOUNDS OF ONE OF THEIR NUMBER IN THE WATCHMAN'S SHACK) 
HAVE IDENTIFIED PHOTOGRAPHS OF KNOWN MEMBERS OF THE 
SHADOWY, ULTRA-LEFT GRAPO. THESE PRESS REVELATIONS 
WERE FOLLOWED ON JULY 24, HOWEVER, BY A GRAPO 
COMMUNIQUE TO MADRID'S "INFORMACIONES" DENYING RESPONSE 
BILITY FOR THE KILLINGS. 

2. THE MANHUNT FOR THE TERRORISTS CONTINUES, ALTHOUGH 
IT IS NOW FEARED THAT THEY HAVE MADE THEIR WAY OUT OF 
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THE POLICE RING AROUND MADRID OR ARE WELL HIDDEN WITHIN 
THE CITY. THE GAP CLAIM OF RESPONSIBILITY APPEARS TO 
HAVE BEEN DISCARDED BY THE POLICE, AND THERE IS NOW 
PRESS SPECULATION, GENERATED BY THE COMBINATION OF THE 
ETA CLAIM AND THE GRAPO IDENTIFICATIONS, OF SOME SORT 
OF OPERATIONAL LINKAGE BETWEEN THE TWO ORGANIZATIONS. 
ONE LINE OF SPECULATION RUNS THAT ETA MAY HAVE 
CARRIED OUT THE ASSASSINATIONS, WHILE THE GRAPO MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED WERE ACTUALLY A DECOY TEAM TO 
THROW THE POLICE OFF THE SCENT. AT ANY RATE, THE QUES- 
TION OF RESPONSIBILITY REMAINS UNCLEAR. TODMAN 
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